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| whether public or private, were drawn : fo that the Nor~ 
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‘tlons now made, produced determined, mratte per 
‘trace in what manner they were afterwards altered and 
_ modified ; can generally fix the era of fuch alterations ; 
“anil can always reft fecure in the probability of our dedue- 
tions, aan See Go ceseenneareee 





the mt is formed, into the alterations — 
thade by ftatute; and thofe made by wfage and the decifions _ 
of courts. Thefe two fources of variation will be pur- 
fued feparately, and the amendments made by cither ftated 
diftindtly, and by themfelves. We fhall firft confider the 

ftatutes, and then the decifions of courts: In the 
eign} we begin with Magna Chartay q Hen, TI. that be- 
ing. the earlieft ftatute we have on record. : 
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of November 1216, being then only nine years old, by 
the advice of Gualo the pope’s legate and of the earl of 
Pembfoke, in the grand council of the realm renewed the 
Great Charter which had been granted by his father, to- 
vogether with fuch alterations and amendments:as the cir- 
cumftances of the times had made neceflary*. In the 
September or November following, a new Magna Charta 
was fealed by the pope's legate and the eat! of Pembroke, 
Several. additional. improvements 5 at which time the 





advantages fecured to the by thefc famous 
and what is the form and ftyle in which théy are 
it is now our bufinefs to enquire. . 

Tye copy of Magna Charta in our. ftatute-book is,” 
taken frosp. the roll of 25 Ed. I. and is only an Infpeximur 
of the ofthe ninth of Henry UL. fo called 
from tfc letters patent prefixed in the name of Edwa 
Ivsrexoavs Magnam Chartam demini Henrici quendam 
regis Aughe patris nofiri_de libertatibus Aral » 
verbe. ‘Then follows Magna Charta nearly in “fl 
of that granted by Henry TIL. Os = 

Maoxa Cuarta contains fifty-feven chapters, 
pofing a rhapfody of ordinances for the fettling 
ment of the law in divers particulars at that 
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ferving notice, as they thew the form in which thefe folemn 
é were ufually authenticated : it is addreffed in the name 
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“the old reliefs that is, the beir of an ear] was to pay for his 
earldom rool. the heir of a baron for his barony. 100 
I knight 100 fillings for 





ward came of age, that is, to twenty-one years, he fhould 
have his inheritance without ‘relief, and without fine. 





“that the patrons of the, if they had the kimg’s elvarters of 
advowfon, or had an ancient tenure or pofleffion, were'to 
have the cuftody of them during their vacancy. 

“Iw addition to thefe provifions ir wes moreover declared, 
as ithhad been before held at the common ‘aap earteks 


removed or corrected. No conttable of  caftle or bailiff* 
‘was to tike’corn or cattle ofany one who was not an inka~ 
itant of the fown where the caftle was, but was to pay for 
‘the fame ; and even if the owner was of the fame town, it 
‘was tobe paid for in forty days. No beefing 
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